1 areas-sittiited on the timer side df the dhtfeof the print head, die same main scan print 
: formed by the plurality of th main scans. 



medium by i 
ink jet printing j 

head relatively 1 

out mask onto the 
plurality of sc; 
plurality of scaniiin] 




portions for thinning 
obtained by di vidjng 
direction, and 



thinning out mask 
from each other. 



medium by using 




25. (New) An ink jet printing apparatus for forming an image on a print 
print head having a plurality of nozzles for ejecting ink of a same color, the 
comprising: 

means for performing a plurality of main scans by scanning the ink jet 

to a same print area ofthe print medium; and 
m&ns for forming a thinned out image according to a different thinning 
same print area by using a different nozzle ofthe ink jet head in each ofthe 
ig operations,\he different thinning out mask being used in each ofthe 
ig operations fof\prmting onto the same print area, 

wherein each of the different thinning out mask has a plurality of 
out image data corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas 
the same print area u\a sub-scan direction different from a main scan 



wherein the thinning 6{it rate of one ofthe plurality of portions in the 
and the thinning out rate of another ofthe plurality of portions are different 



26. (New) An ink jet printing apparii|us for forming an image on a print 
a print head having a plurality of nozzles f<^ ejecting ink of a same color, the 
ink jet printing ap paratus comprising: 
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out mask onto the 



^QjV ' ^pieans for performing a plurality of main scans by scanning the ink jet 
head relativ ly vt^th re&pec\to a same print area of the print medium; and 

; for forming a thinned out image according to a different thinning 
same print a&a by using a different nozzle of the ink jet head in each of the 
plurality of scann ng operations, the different thinning out mask being used in each of the 
plurality of scanning operations for printing onto the same print area, 

wherein (heVmming out mask is defined so that thinning out rates 

corresponding to feach of a plurality of divided areas obtained by dividing die same main scan 

I \ 

print area in a sub-scan direction different, from a main scan direction are different from each 
other. 



27. (New) An ink jet prinWg apparatus for fonning an ^ 
medium by using a print head having a plurality o^nozzles for ejecting ink of a same color, the 
inkjet printing apparatus comprising: 

means for performing a plun&ty of main scans by scaiming the ink jet 
head relatively with respect to a same print area of the print medium; and 

means for forming a thinned out image according to a different thinning 
out mask onto the same print area by using a different nozzleyof the ink jet head in each of the 
plurality of scanning operations, the different thinning out mask being used in each of the 
plurality of scanning operations for printing onto the same print i 

wherein the thinning out mask is defined that printable duties 
corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas obtained by divioing the same main scan 
print area in a sub-scan direction different from a main scan direction are different from each 



-3- 




28. (New) A recording apparatus for recording the using a recording head 
lity of recording nozzles, said apparatus comprising: 

a scanning means for scanning the recording head relative to a same 
record area of\ recording medium a plurality of times; 

a setting means for setting a plurality of different thinning-out masks as 
thinning-out masks\ised during the plurality of scans for recording of the same record area; 

a thinning out means for thinning out image data using the plurality of 
different thinning-out musics set by said setting means, each of the plurality of different 
thinning-out masks being bsed during each of the plurality of scans; and 

a record controlling means for recording thinned-out images on the 
same record area in accordance.with the image data thinned out by said thinning-out means, 
during each of the plurality of scaps, and completing an image to be recorded on the same record 
area, 

wherein saidsthinning out means thins at a different thinning-out rate, 
each thinning-out image data corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas obtained by 
dividing the same print area in a sub-scan direction different from a main scan direction, on the 
basis of the thinning-out mask. 



29. (New) A recording appar&ps for recording using a recording head 
having a plurality of recording nozzles, said apparatus ^mprising: 

a scanning means for scanning tfite recording head relative to a same 
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area of a recording medium a plurality of times; 

a setting means ioi 1 setting a plurality of different thinning-out masks as 
thinning^mt masks used during the plurality of scans for recording of the same record area; 

a thinning out means for thinning out image data using the plurality of 
different thiri^ing-out masks set by said setting means, each of the plurality of thinning-out 
masks being u^d dining each of the plurality of scans; and 

a record controlling means for recording thinned-ouf images on the 
same record area irivaccordance with the image data thinned out by said thinning-out means, 
during each of the plurality of scans, and completing an image to be recorded on the same record 
area, 

therein said thinning out means thins image data, on the basis of the 
thihniftg-out mask which is defined so that thinning out rates corresponding to each of a plurality 



of divided areas obtained by 
main scan direction are different 




the same print area in a sub-scan direction different from a 
m each other. 



30. (New) A recording apparatus for recording using a recording head 
having a plurality of recording nozzles, said apparatus comprising: 

a scanning means i for scanning the recording head relative to a same 
record area of a recording medium a plurality; of times; 

a setting means for setting a plurality of different thinning-out masks as 
thinning-out masks used during the plurality of sckns for recording of the same record area; 

a thinning out means for thupting out image data using the plurality of 
different thinning-out masks set by said setting means, e^kch of the plurality of thinning-out 
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masks being used during each of the plurality of scans; and 

\ a record controlling ItiMftk t&r recording thirined-out images on the 

sameVecord area in accordance with the image data thinned out by said thinning-out means, 
duringWch of the plurality of scans, and completing an image to be recorded oh the same record 
area, \ 

\ wherein each of the different thinning-out mask has a plurality of 

portions foftthinning-out image data corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas 
obtained by chviding the same print area in a sub-scan direction different from a main scan 
direction, and\ 

\ wherein the thinning-out rates of the plurality of portions are different 
from each other. \ 

31. \ (New) A recording apparatus for recording using a recording head 
having a plurality of recording nozzles, said apparatus comprising: 

scanning means for scanning the recording head relative to a same 
record area of a recording medium a plurality of times; 

settingWans for setting a plurality of different thinning-out masks as 
thinning-out masks used during th^plurality of scans for recording of the same record area; 

thinning out ineans for thinning out image data using the plurality of 
different thinning-out masks set by said ^tting means, each of the plurality of thinning-out 
masks being used during each of the plurality of scans; and 

record controlling metais for recording thinned-out images on the same 
record area in accordance with the image data thinned out by said thinning-out means, during 
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eich df the plurality of scans, and completing an image to be recorded on the same record area, 

\ wherein the thifmirig-6ut rh&k is defined so that printable duties 

corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas obtained by dividing the same main scan 
print area in a sub-scan direction different from a main scan direction are different from each 
other. \ 

\ 32. (New) An ink jet printing method for fortning an image on a print 
medium by using a print head having a plurality of nozzles for ejecting ink of a same color, the 
ink jet printing method comprising the following steps: 

\ perfomiingaplurality of main scans by scanning the ^ 
relatively with respect to a same print area of the print medium; and 

V forming a thinned out image according to a different thinning out mask 
onto the same print area by using a different nozzle of the ink jet head in each of the plurality of 
scanning operations, the different thinning out mask being used in each of the plurality of 
scanning operations for printing Onto the same print area, 

wherein, each df the different thinning out mask has a plurality of 
portions for thinning out image data corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas 
obtained by dividing the same print area in a sub-scan direction different from a main scan 
direction, and 

wherein the thin^ng out rate of one of the plurality of portions in the 
thinning out mask and the thinning out rate ofvanother of the plurality of portions are different 
from each other. 
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Q I 33\ (New) An ink jet printing method for forming an image on a print 
medium by using a prim head having a ptaftdity 6t h&fczles for qecting ink of a same color, the 
ink jet printing method dpmprising die following steps: 

Forming a plurality of main scans by scanning die ink jet head 
relatively vtdth respect to a hame print area of the print medium; and 

foniung a thinned out image according to a different thinning out mask 
onto the same print area by using a different nozzle of die ink jet head in each of the plurality of 
scanning operations, the dififerenfcthinning out mask being used in each of the plurality of 
scanning operations for printing onto the same print area, 

wherein thetfhinning out mask is defined so that thinning out rates 
corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas obtained by dividing the same main scan 
print area in a sub-scan direction different from a main scan direction are different from each 
other, 

34. (New) An ink jet priming method for forming an image on a print 
medium by using a print head having a plurality of^nozzles for ejecting ink of a same color, the 
ink jet printing method comprising the following stej»s: 

performing a plurality of main scans by scanning the ink jet head 
relatively with respect to a same print area of the print medium; and 

forming a thinned out image according to a different thinning out mask 
Onto the same print area by using a different nozzle of the ink^jet head in each of die plurality of 
scanning operations, the different thinning out mask being usedin each of the plurality of 
scanning operations for printing onto die same print area, 
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^vherein the thinning out mask is defined so that printable duties 
corresponding to each of atyurality 0 f diVideS are^S SBtained by dividing the same main scan 
print area in a sub-scan direction different from a main scan direction are different from each 
other. 

35. (New) A recording method for recording the using a recording head 
having a plurality of recording nozzles, said method comprising the following steps: 

scanning the recording head relative to a same record area of a 
"recording medium a plurality of times; 

setting a plurality, of different thinning-out masks as thinning-out masks 
used during the plurality of scans for recording of the same record area; 

thinning out image data using the plurality of different thinning-out 
masks set by said setting step, each of the plurality of different thinning-out masks being used 
during each of the plurality of scans; and 

recording thinned-out images on the same record area in accordance 
with the image data thinned out by said thinning-out step, during each of the plurality of scans, 
and completing an image to be recorded on the same recoraarea, 

wherein said thinning out step thins 1 *! a different thinning-out rate, 
each thinning-out image data corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas obtained by 
dividing the same print area in a sub-scan direction different fronra main scan direction, on the 
basis of the thinning-out mask. 



36. (New) A recording method for recording using\ recording head having 





a plurality of recording nozzles, said method comprising the following steps: 

scanning the re^rding hfead relative to a same record area of a 
reconiin^mediuta a plurality of times; 

setting a plurality of different thinning-out masks as thinning-out masks 
used during tfc£ plurality of s6ans for recording of die same record area; 

thinning out image data using the plurality of different thinning-out 
masks set by said getting step, each of the plurality of thinning-out masks being used during each 
of the plurality of sc$ns; and 

recording thinned-out images on the same record area in accordance 
with the image data thinned out by said thinning-out step, during each of the plurality of scans, 
and completing an image to Jbe recorded on the same record area, 



wherein said thinning out step thins image data, on die basis of the 
thinning-out ma&k which is defined so that thinning out rates corresponding to each of a plurality 

of divided areas obtained by dividing the same print area in a sub-scan direction different from a 

\ 

main scan direction are different from each other. 



37. (New) A recording method for recording using a recoixling head having 
a plurality of recording nozzles, said methocrcomprising the following steps; 

A 

scanning the recordingjhead relative to a same record area of a 
recording mediuin a plurality of times; 

setting a plurality of different thinning-out masks as thinning-out masks 
used during the plurality of scans for recording of the sarhe record area; 

thinning out image data using the plurality of different thinning-out 



10- 



# ' : » 



^set by said setting step, each of the plurality f thinning-out masks being used during each 
of the pfyrality of scans; and 

recording thinned-out images on the same record area in accordance 
with the imagpr data thinned out by said thinning-out step, during each of the plurality of scans, 
and completing a^i image to be recorded on the same record area, 

wherein each of the different thinning-out mask has a plurality of 
portions fat thinning^wt image data corresponding to each of a plurality of divided areas 
obtained by dividing thessame print area in a sub-scan direction different from a main scan 
direction, arid \ 

whettin the thinning-out rates of the plurality of portions are different 

from each other; 



38. (New) A recording method for recording using a recording head having 
a plurality of recording nofczles, said method comprising the following steps: 



scanning the recording head relative to a same record area of a 
recording medium a plurality of times; 

setting a plurality of different thinning-out masks as thinning-out masks 
used during the plurality of scans for recording of the same record area; 

thinning out image data usmg .the plurahty of different thinning-out 
masks set by said setting step, each of the plurality of thihning-out masks being used during each 
of the plurality of scans; and 

recording thinned-out images on the same record area in accordance 
with the image data thinned out by said thinning-out step, duringWh of the plurality of scans, 
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